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INTRODUCTION

Every single minute, of every single day, a child somewhere loses a baby tooth.
But what happens to all those teeth?

They are collected by the tooth fairy, of course! Or the tooth fairies — because there
is more than just one tooth fairy. In fact, there are millions! Like us, they are all
different.

And now there is an informative and fully illustrated guide that’s jam-packed with
answers to every child’s tooth fairy questions, like: What do tooth fairies eat? Where
do they live? How do they collect your tooth — and what on earth do they do with it?

Find out everything there is to know about the magical (and sometimes just a little
bit gross) world of the tooth fairy!

THEMES & CURRICULUM TOPICS

Several themes are covered in this book which might be related to the
Australian Curriculum, including:

HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES (HASS)

<https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/humanities-and-social-
sciences/hass/>

TOOTH FAIRIES

Discussion Point: The concept of a tooth fairy is an example of a magical belief.
The page headed ‘Does the tooth fairy visit other countries?’ lists some other
beliefs held about tooth fairies in different countries to our own. Research the
concept further. [See Bibliography.]

Discussion Point: Invite students to discuss what they know or believe about tooth
fairies.

Activity: Conduct some tooth fairy activities. Did you know that in the US they have
a National Tooth Fairy Day on 28 February? [See Creative Arts below.]

Activity: Ask your students: ‘If you were a tooth fairy, what would your perfect tooth
home-for-one look like?’ Then invite them to design it.

Activity: Ask students what other fairies they know from stories they have read.
Invite students to discuss and then draw some of their favourite fairies, or to invent
and name their own.
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TEETH GROWTH AND CARE

Discussion Point: This book could also offer a lighthearted introduction to tooth
development and the necessity of teeth care and hygiene. Discuss with children
why we have baby teeth and then a second set of teeth. (We usually have 20 baby
teeth by the time we are three years old.)

Discussion Point: Discuss with students how they should ensure that their teeth
are well looked after.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERACY

<https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/english/>

The text of this book might be studied in relation to the following aspects:

Activity: This is an expository text which uses questions and answers as the
structure framing the information conveyed in it. What question would you add to
the list of questions asked about tooth fairies and answered in this book? Make up
a question and then write a text answering that question.

Activity: Such texts rely on using rhythmical language in an interesting way,
e.g. ‘Flying and floating, Growing and shrinking, Putting children back to sleep’.
Encourage students to use such language when they are crafting the question
and answer above.

Discussion Point: Humour is another technique used in this book. For example:
‘Tooth fairies aren’t picky about what they eat. Often it is a bit of whatever is
nearest while they are waiting to collect a tooth. A bit of bark, a leaf ... your dirty
socks.” What other examples of humour did you find in this book?

Activity: Test your students’ comprehension by asking them questions about the
written and visual text.

VISUAL LITERACY

<https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/visual-arts/>_

Using various parts of the book’s design and illustrations, the visual text of a book
combines with the written text to tell the story, as explored below:

Activity: The cover of a book is an important part of its message. This cover plays
with the idea of a superhero, with a little tooth fairy holding a giant tooth aloft, her
wings visible and a swirling banner curling behind her. On the back cover, she is
sitting on a giant tooth with a dead insect next to it. Invite students to create their
own original and humorous cover for this book.
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Activity: The endpapers depict teeth on a pale blue background. Create your own
repeated endpaper pattern for this book.

Activity: The title page depicts the fairy flying away, clutching a tooth in her hands.
Draw your own version of this image.

Activity: The mediums employed include dip-ink pen drawings and digital art.
[See Author/lllustrator’s Notes below.] The colours used in this book are vibrant
primary colours. Briony Stewart’s art is highly engaging. Invite students to create
an image in a similar style and medium.

Activity: Create images to accompany the question and answers you wrote above.
Create a classroom mural using all the images. [See also Worksheet 1 below.]

Activity: |dentify any of the objects or other images depicted in this book. [See
Worksheet 2.]

Activity: Create a graphic novel/comic version of a scene in this book. [See
Bibliography.] [See also Worksheet 4.]

CREATIVE ARTS

There are many creative activities suggested by this text:

. Have a tooth fairy party. Dress up as tooth fairies. Decorate butterfly cakes, or
screen print fairies onto edible icing paper and apply to cupcakes.

. Make some fairy wings. See: ‘DIY Fairy Wings for Kids & Cosplayers’ wikiHow
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-Fairy-Wings

. Make a decorative box to leave your tooth in for the fairy to find and
replace with a coin. Use any small, discarded box and decorate it with images
of teeth or tooth fairies. Line the box with some pretty fabric or tissue paper on
which to rest the tooth.

. Create a poster to advertise this book.

. Create a diorama using a cardboard box, depicting a tooth fairy village. [See
Bibliography.]

LEARNING TECHNOLOGIES

Activity: Research the topics above online.

MATHEMATICS

Activity: Have fun counting things in this text. [See Worksheet 3.]

LOTHIAN
Children's Books




FURTHER TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION AND
RESEARCH

» Research the work of Briony Stewart and compare this to her other books.
« Students might research this book in comparison to other picture books or

fiction about tooth fairies. [See Bibliography.]

CONCLUSION

This is a tongue-in-cheek fiction title purporting to contain ‘facts’ about tooth
fairies, designed to entertain children and keep them guessing. It is a book that
will stimulate ideas and encourage students to envisage or invent their own tooth
fairies. It is a joyous celebration of the imagination in words and images.
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AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR’S NOTES

There were lots of things that inspired me to create this book. The first thing was
that | have always been interested in biology, creatures and learning about the
way the world works. This is something | think many artists and scientists have in
common.

My father worked in a university Zoology department my whole life. | saw rows of
trapdoor spiders with their intricately built burrow doors, and projects about swamp
tortoise habitats and how frogs can magically repair their damaged cells.

I learned very early on that the world is an amazing place, a place where fact is
often so much stranger than fiction. It can’t help but fire up your imagination. There
is always more to learn and investigate.

The study of fairies has long been a passion of mine. When | was a kid, | used
to draw biological illustrations of fairies based on the habitats they presumably
lived in. (See picture below from 1993.) It wasn’t until | had my own children that
I thought of making a book about tooth fairies. My daughter received a tiny letter
from a tooth fairy after she lost her first tooth and | found it fascinating. But it
opened up so many questions!

It wasn’t an easy subject to research, and there are many things | have decided
to keep secret out of respect for tooth fairies, but | think the book will be a useful
resource to those with similar questions.

I decided to illustrate the book in a style that felt as fun as the tooth fairies that |
researched. | did the drawings with an old-fashioned dip-ink pen and then coloured
them on the computer. The detailed drawings of the fairy village and houses were
the most time consuming, but the most fun. I'd love to study them more!
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR

Briony Stewart is an award-winning author and

illustrator of children’s books. In 2022, she won the

Prime Minister’s Literary Award in the category of

Children’s Fiction for her work with Sherryl Clarke on

the verse novel Mina and the Whole Wide World. She

is the author and illustrator of the award-winning

Kumiko and the Dragon series and We Love You,

¥ Magoo, which was a CBCA Early Childhood Honour

Book for 2020. Briony lectures on children’s literature

at university, and conducts talks and workshops with children across Australia.

Gymnastica Fantastica! was released in 2023. She loves live drawing

challenges, daydreaming and discussing dragons, bunnies and how to tame
lions. See: http://www.brionystewart.com

See also:

‘An interview with creative dynamo, Briony Stewart’ Care for kids 18 August
2021<https://www.careforkids.com.au/blog/an-interview-with-creative-dynamo-
briony-stewart>

Andrew, Joanna ‘Briony Stewart: Artist and Writer’ Magpies Vol 27, No 5, November
2013, pp 14-16.

‘Meet the Author: Briony Stewart’ Alphabet Soup 21 August 2011
<https://alphabetsoup.net.au/2011/08/21/meet-the-author-briony-stewart/>
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WORKSHEETS

WORKSHEET 1. COLLAGE THIS IMAGE

Use the image below to draw a scene depicting a tooth fairy in a particular
location. Then decorate it using collage.
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WORKSHEET 2. NAME THIS IMAGE

Name these images, each of which appear in this book.

Answers: 1. Toothbrush. 2. Tooth (molar). 3. Toadstool. 4. Dinosaur 5.
Bird (Robin Red Breast). 6. Mouse. 7. Coins (money). 8. Envelope (letter).
9.Windowbox. 10. Ladybird. 11. Bottle tops. 12. Striped socks.
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2. If you subtracted three toadstools from those above, how many would you
have?

3. If you multiplied the toadstools above by two, how many would you have?

)

4. If you divided the birds above by three, how many would you have?

=== = 8= 8=

5. If you added ten to the toothbrushes above, how many would you have?

5\

How many mice can you see above'?

FEESOEEEES

7. If you multiplied the ladybirds above by six, how many would you have?
8. If you divided the ladybirds above by five, how many would you have?

9. If you subtracted five stars from those above, how many would you have?

. 000000 .0_0

o o o o o o o o o
A YA
;Ilg.wl:?you multiplied the sunflowers above by three, how many would you

Answers: 1. Eight. 2. Six. 3. Eighteen. 4. Two. 5. Sixteen. 6. Eight.
7. Sixty. 8. Two. 9. Three. 10. Fifty-four.
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WORKSHEET 4. GRAPHIC STORYTELLING

Create a graphic novel/comic interpretation of one of the scenes in this

book. Use the layout below as the storyboard for your comic. Enlarge it on a
photocopier to give you more space.

Comic Book Template viewed at:
<http://www.pinterest.com/pin/365706432212821426/>
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