
TEACHERS’ NOTES



This is a powerful and timely story about one boy’s epic journey from Ghana, across Africa to 
Europe, a graphic novel for all children with glorious colour artwork throughout. From Eoin Colfer, 
previously Irish Children’s Laureate, and the team behind his bestselling Artemis Fowl graphic 
novels. 
Ebo’s sister left months ago. Now his brother has disappeared too, and Ebo knows it can only 
be to make the hazardous journey to Europe. 
Ebo’s epic journey takes him across the Sahara Desert to the dangerous streets of Tripoli, and 
finally out to the merciless sea. But with every step he holds on to his hope for a new life, and 
a reunion with his sister. 
These Teacher’s Notes provide:
•  Discussion questions and activities to select from and use in class on a chapter by chapter 

basis as well as activity suggestions to complete after reading a section of several chapters. The 
discussion questions and activities focus on reading skills (deduction, inference, understanding 
of the story events), reflection, prediction, characterisation, the authors’ use of language, the 
graphic novel genre, cross-curricular world knowledge

•  A photocopiable Reading Diary template (to record story events and their own opinions as well 
as come to terms with some of the feelings that might be raised by the story)

• Suggested activities to raise awareness of the global refugee crisis in class

CHAPTER 1

Discussion questions: scene setting 

• What have you found out from reading this chapter? Consider:
a) what facts you now know about Ebo
b) characters and Ebo’s relationship to them
c) where the characters are and what conditions are like

•  Look at the maps on the first page of the story. What countries do you recognise? (Draw readers’ 
attention to North Africa: Tunisia and Libya; Europe: Italy and the island of Sicily.)

•  Nuru says, ‘Everyone knows you never put two brothers in the same boat. Someone must live to 
carry on the family name.’ What do you think he is really saying?

a) If two brothers travel in the same boat, they might argue
b) It is usual for brothers to live in different places
c) This is a high-risk journey for both brothers
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