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Discussion Queskions

o Kit de Waal wrote Becoming Dinah as a response lo Herman Melville's classic novel,

Moby Dick If youlve read Moby Dick, what would you say dare the ](ey similarities
and differences between the two books?

¢ There are no female central characters in Moby Dick What do you think is gaineo[
by swikching the perspeckive to that of « young woman?

o What is the purpose of the opening scene? What impdck did it have on you?

e How do you feel aboul the character of Ahab? How much sympqlzhy do you have
for him?

o Why do you think Dinah chose to rename herself Ishmael? What is the effect of

qlkernqking |:he chqpker‘ kiHes bekween I:he kWO names?

e How do you think Dinah's upbringing at the New Bedford Fe“owship affects her
choices H’mr‘oughouk the skory?

® How much of Dinah's decision to run away do you think is linked to Queenie and

how much to do with the breakdown of her Family?

o WhCIIZ dO you I:hin]{ your own respomnse WOU.ICJ be uno[er a

similcu‘ sek oF cir‘cumskcmces'.P

o What do you think comes next for Dinah?
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